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Context
Water scarcity is a global problem affecting a wide range
of European regions, far beyond those traditionally considered
as water scarce and arid areas. Competition for traditional water resources
is posing new challenges to citizens, economies and ecosystems that rely on current water supplies. 
In particular, agriculture irrigation accounts for the highest water use in Europe, reaching an average 
of 44 % of the total water abstractions in Europe and up to 70 % in Southern European regions.

In this context, urban reclaimed water is increasingly been recognized as an additional resource 
with a large potential for alleviating water scarcity, particularly in coastal areas. Urban reclaimed 
water is considered a highly reliable water supply, largely independent from the irregular rain 
patterns of Southern Europe and able to satisfy peak water demands for irrigation, particularly 
during the summer season.

SUWANU EUROPE is based on a previous EU project: SuWaNu - Sustainable Water treatment 
and Nutrient reuse options, whose main objective was to develop new water reuse strategies 
capable of solving the problems associated with water scarcity and higher fertilizer prices. 
SUWANU EUROPE has been conceived as a new instrument for advancing the practical 
application of the results from research on agricultural irrigation with reclaimed water.

What is SUWANU EUROPE?
The aim of the SUWANU EUROPE project is to promote an effective exchange of 

knowledge, experiences and skills between practitioners and relevant 
actors involved in water reuse for agricultural 

irrigation. The project will boost the transfer of 
applicable technological and organizational 

solutions all around Europe and thus 
result in a more resilient agricultural 

sector, able to effectively cope with 
current and foreseen water 

scarcity and climate change 
effects.

Regional Scope
SUWANU EUROPE is a Thematic Network whose main aim is to address the common challenges 
affecting the agricultural sector throughout Europe. To achieve this goal, 8 target regions have 
been selected: Andalusia (Spain), Braunschweig (Germany), Thessaloniki (Greece), Plovdiv (Bulgaria), 
Alentejo (Portugal), Po River Basin (Italy), Occitan (France), Antwerp and Limburg (Belgium). 
The overall objective of the SUWANU EUROPE project is to promote the adoption of new strategies 
for agricultural irrigation with reclaimed water through the establishment of a permanent network 
of relevant local actors, coupled with a dynamic information exchange system about lessons learnt 
in which researchers, private innovators, civil organizations and public administrations can effectively 
interact. 
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Objectives

Create regional networks that combine 
efforts within and outside the consor- 
tium to support implementation and 
uptake of organizational and  
technological solutions.

Increase the capacities of 
practitioners and other stakeholders
in water reuse for irrigation.

Develop, summarize and structure 
practical knowledge for practitioners 
in a way that it is easy to understand.

Create synergies between Regional 
Working Groups, operational groups, 
national and international networks 
and practitioners who supporting the 
implementation of water reuse.

Strengthen the links between water 
and farming sectors in order to find 
synergies for water reuse in agriculture.

Set the basis in a participatory
and evidence-based process for the 
development of implementation 
strategies in 8 target regions.

Develop strategies and
recommendations to pave the way 
for the implementation of water 
reuse solutions.



Coordinator

Rafael Casielles (BIOAZUL SL) Avenida Manuel Agustin Heredia nº18 1º4 Málaga (SPAIN)
Mail | info@suwanu-europe.eu    Website | www.suwanu-europe.eu

This flyer reflects only the author's view and that the Agency is not responsible for any use that may be made of the information it contains.
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